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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the application, and IDS filed on 1/1 1/2000, and preliminary 
amendment filed on 2/16/2000. 

This action is made non-final. 

2. In the preliminary amendment, claims 1-90 are pending in the case. Claims 1, 36, 39, 43, 
49, 78, 80, and 86 are independent claims. 

Drawings 

3. The proposed drawing corrections filed on 2/16/2000 have been approved by the 
Examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-30, 32-41, 43, 45-58, 60-77, and 78-90 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Isaacson et al (Pat. # 6,065,1 16, 5/16/2000, filed on 5/7/1997), in view 
of Danknick et al (Pat. # 5,901,286, 5/4/1999, filed on 11/15/1996). 

Regarding independent claim 1, Isaacson et al disclose: a) retrieving configuration 
parameters having values associated therewith.... — "...configuration program solicits user 
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configuration from a user through a user interface. ..." (Col. 2, lines 25-39). In this quote, 
Isaacson et al are teaching the request and retrieval of configuration parameters. 

Furthermore, Isaacson et al disclose: "...configuration program solicits user configuration 
from a user through a user interface. ..." (Col. 2 5 lines 25-39). Isaacson et al fail to explicitly 
disclose: b) output ting explanatory text segments corresponding with at least one of said 

configuration parameters and the value However, Danknick et al disclose: "Current 

configuration settings are displayed in such fields such as fields 152, 154 " (Col. 7, lines 14- 

30). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
had combined the teachings of Isaacson et al and Danknick et al, because Danknick et al teach in 
the quote above, the retrieval of configuration information from computerized systems. 

Regarding claim 2, which depends on claim 1, Isaacson et al disclose: ". . .configuration 
program solicits user configuration from a user through a user interface. ..." (Col. 2, lines 25-39). 
Isaacson et al fail to explicitly disclose: . . . .automatically selecting said explanatory text 

segments by said computer However, Danknick et al disclose: "Current configuration 

settings are displayed in such fields such as fields 152, 154 " (Col. 7, lines 14-30). It would 

have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to had combined 
the teachings of Isaacson et al and Danknick et al, because Danknick et al teach in the quote 
above, the retrieval of configuration information from computerized systems. 

Regarding claim 3, which depends on claim 2, Isaacson et al disclose: step of 

retrieving is performed using a collector computer program operating on a first 

computer — "...access by the user of WINDOWS 95 based industry compatible platform to 

large scale mainframe system elements. ..." (Col. 4, lines 44-49). In this quote, Isaacson et al are 
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teaching a program based on a Windows 95 computer system to collect the configuration 
information. 

Regarding claim 4, which depends on claim 3, Isaacson et al disclose: ". . .access by the 
user of WINDOWS 95 based industry compatible platform to large scale mainframe system 
elements...." (Col. 4, lines 44-49). Isaacson et al fail to explicitly disclose: ....interconnection of 

personal computers via Internet. However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 

skill in the art at the time of the invention to had performed this step, because Isaacson et al 
disclose: ". . .interconnection of personal computers to a larger server computer, such as for the 
Internet" (Col. 1, lines 27-30). 

Regarding claim 5, which depends on claim 3, Isaacson et al disclose: ". . .access by the 
user of WINDOWS 95 based industry compatible platform to large scale mainframe system 
elements. ..." (Col. 4, lines 44-49). Isaacson et al fail to explicitly disclose: . ...the step of 
downloading said collector program onto said first computer. However, Danknick et al 

disclose: "Current configuration settings are displayed in such fields such as fields 152, 154 " 

(Col. 7, lines 14-30). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to had combined the teachings of Isaacson et al and Danknick et al, because 
Danknick et al teach in the quote above, the retrieval of configuration information from 
computerized systems. 

Regarding claim 6, which depends on claim 5, Isaacson et al disclose: ".. .access by the 
user of WINDOWS 95 based industry compatible platform to large scale mainframe system 
elements...." (Col. 4, lines 44-49). Isaacson et al fail to explicitly disclose: ....automatically 
activating said collector after said step of downloading. However, Danknick et al disclose: 
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"After the web browser receives the executable code execution of the code is 

initiated " (Col. 2, lines 10-25). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 

at the time of the invention to had combined the teachings of Isaacson et al and Danknick et al, 
because Danknick et al teach in the quote above, the retrieval of configuration information from 
computerized systems. 

Regarding claim 7, which depends on claim 5, Isaacson et al disclose: . .access by the 
user of WINDOWS 95 based industry compatible platform to large scale mainframe system 
elements. . . ." (Col. 4, lines 44-49). Isaacson et al fail to explicitly disclose: . . . .initiating said 
step of downloading from within a World Wide Web Browser. However, Danknick et al disclose: 

"After the web browser receives the executable code execution of the code is 

initiated " (Col. 2, lines 10-25). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 

at the time of the invention to had combined the teachings of Isaacson et al and Danknick et al, 
because Danknick et al teach in the quote above, the retrieval of configuration information from 
computerized systems. 

Regarding claim 8, which depends on claim 1, Isaacson et al disclose: "...access by the 
user of WINDOWS 95 based industry compatible platform to large scale mainframe system 
elements. . . ." (Col. 4, lines 44-49). Isaacson et al fail to explicitly disclose: . . . .the step of 
constructing a table of contents. However, Danknick et al disclose: "the browser is instructed 

to display a second HTML file 140 " (Col. 8, lines 17-25). It would have been obvious to 

one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to had combined the teachings of 
Isaacson et al and Danknick et al, because Danknick et al teach in the quote above, the 
formatting of configuration information to display as in an HTML page. 
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Regarding claim 9, which depends on claim 8 5 Isaacson et al disclose: ". . .CLEARPATH 

HMP IX system, 2200 platform, and UNIX platform.... database management " (Col. 4, 

lines 32-67). Isaacson et al fail to explicitly disclose: ... .a/ least one selected from a group of a 
configurable software application, a computer operating system, an electronic messaging 

system, a database management system However, it would have been obvious to one of 

ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to had performed this step, because Isaacson 
et al disclose: . .access by the user of WINDOWS 95 based industry compatible platform to 
large scale mainframe system elements...." (Col. 1, lines 27-30). 

Regarding claim 10, which depends on claim 8, Isaacson et al disclose: 
"...CLEARPATH HMP IX system, 2200 platform, and UNIX platform.... database 

management " (Col. 4, lines 32-67). Isaacson et al fail to explicitly disclose: ....said 

configurable system is selected from a group consisting of a Lotus Notes system, Novel 

Groupwise system, Microsoft Windows server However, it would have been obvious to one 

of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to had performed this step, because 
Isaacson et al disclose: ". . .interconnection of personal computers to a larger server computer, 
such as for the Internet" (Col. 1, lines 27-30). 

Regarding claim 11, which depends on claim 8, Isaacson et al disclose: 
"...CLEARPATH HMP IX system, 2200 platform, and UNIX platform.... database 

management " (Col. 4, lines 32-67). Isaacson et al fail to explicitly disclose: ....said 

configurable system is a SAP enterprise management system. However, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to had performed this step, 
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because Isaacson et al disclose: "...interconnection of personal computers to a larger server 
computer, such as for the Internet" (Col. 1, lines 27-30). 

Regarding claim 12, which depends on claim 8, Isaacson et al disclose: 
"...CLEARPATH HMP IX system, 2200 platform, and UNIX platform.... database 

management " (Col. 4, lines 32-67). Isaacson et al fail to explicitly disclose: . ...said 

configurable system is a Microsoft Exchange messaging system. However, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to had performed this step, 
because Isaacson et al disclose: . .interconnection of personal computers to a larger server 
computer, such as for the Internet" (Col. 1, lines 27-30). 

Regarding claim 13, which depends on claim 8, Isaacson et al disclose: 
"...CLEARPATH HMP IX system, 2200 platform, and UNIX platform.... database 

management " (Col. 4, lines 32-67). Isaacson et al fail to explicitly disclose: 

. ...configurable system is at least one selected from a group of a configurable software 
application, a computer operating system, an electronic messaging system, a database 

management system However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 

at the time of the invention to had performed this step, because Isaacson et al disclose: 

". . .interconnection of personal computers to a larger server computer, such as for the Internet" 

(Col. 1, lines 27-30). 

Regarding claim 14, which depends on claim 1, Isaacson et al disclose: 
".. .CLEARPATH HMP IX system, 2200 platform, and UNIX platform. . . .database 

management " (Col. 4, lines 32-67). Isaacson et al fail to explicitly disclose: ....said 

configurable system is at least one selected from a group consisting of a Microsoft Exchange 
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organization, Lotus Notes system Novell Groupwise system However, it would have been 

obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to had performed this step, 
because Isaacson et al disclose: . .interconnection of personal computers to a larger server 
computer, such as for the Internet" (Col. 1, lines 27-30). 

Regarding claim 15, which depends on claim 1, Isaacson et al disclose: 
". . .CLEARPATH HMP IX system, 2200 platform, and UNIX platform. . . .database 

management " (Col. 4, lines 32-67). Isaacson et al fail to explicitly disclose: ....said 

configurable system is a SAP enterprise management system. However, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to had performed this step, 
because Isaacson et al disclose: ". . .interconnection of personal computers to a larger server 
computer, such as for the Internet" (Col. 1, lines 27-30). 

Regarding claim 16, which depends on claim 1, Isaacson et al disclose: 
". . .CLEARPATH HMP IX system, 2200 platform, and UNIX platform. . ..database 

management " (Col. 4, lines 32-67). Isaacson et al fail to explicitly disclose: ....said 

configurable system is a Microsoft Exchange messaging system. However, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to had performed this step, 
because Isaacson et al disclose: ". . .interconnection of personal computers to a larger server 
computer, such as for the Internet" (Col. 1, lines 27-30). 

Regarding claim 17, which depends on claim 1, Isaacson et al disclose: "...access by the 
user of WINDOWS 95 based industry compatible platform to large scale mainframe system 
elements. . . ." (Col. 4, lines 44-49). Isaacson et al fail to explicitly disclose: . . . .two explanatory 
text segments are being grouped in accordance with interrelationship of their corresponding 
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parameters . However, Danknick et al disclose: "the browser is instructed to display a 

second HTML file 140 " (Col. 8, lines 17-25). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 

skill in the art at the time of the invention to had combined the teachings of Isaacson et al and 
Danknick et al, because Danknick et al disclose in the above quote, the display of related 
configuration information in a web page format. 

Regarding claim 18, which depends on claim 1, Isaacson et al disclose: "...access by the 
user of WINDOWS 95 based industry compatible platform to large scale mainframe system 
elements. . . ." (Col. 4, lines 44-49). Isaacson et al fail to explicitly disclose: . . . .an index of 
selected parameters and paragraphs detailing relative location of said parameters and 
paragraphs within said document. However, Danknick et al disclose: "the browser is instructed 

to display a second HTML file 140 " (Col. 8, lines 17-25). It would have been obvious to 

one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to had performed this step, because 
Danknick et al disclose in the above quote, the display of related configuration information in a 
web page format. 

Regarding claim 19, which depends on claim 1, Isaacson et al disclose: " application 

program interface is also provided to solicit and receive application program configuration 
requirements...." (Col. 2, lines 40-60). Isaacson et al fail to explicitly disclose: a) providing a 

computer readable set of rules ....associated with one or more configuration parameters — 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to had 
performed this step, because Isaacson et al disclose in the above quote, the display and retrieval 
of configuration requirements for computer applications. 
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Moreover, Isaacson et al disclose: b) comparing said retrieved configuration parameters 

against said set of rules — " application program interface is also provided to solicit and 

receive application program configuration requirements configuration means may determine 

the appropriate configuration settings " (Col. 2, lines 40-60). In this quote, Isaacson et al are 

teaching the setting of configuration parameters based on the retrieval of configuration 
requirements. 

Regarding claim 20, which depends on claim 19, Isaacson et al disclose: " application 

program interface is also provided to solicit and receive application program configuration 

requirements configuration means may determine the appropriate configuration settings " 

(Col. 2, lines 40-60). Isaacson et al fail to explicitly disclose: ....outputting an indication of error 
conditions if at least one of said configuration parameters violates one or more rule. However, 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to had 
performed this step, because Isaacson et al are teaching the setting of configuration parameters 
based on the retrieval of configuration requirements. 

Regarding claim 21, which depends on claim 19, Isaacson et al disclose: ...indications of 

desired value outputting information conveying desired values--" application program 

interface is also provided to solicit and receive application program configuration 

requirements configuration means may determine the appropriate configuration settings " 

(Col. 2, lines 40-60). In this quote, Isaacson et al are teaching the setting of configuration 
parameters based on the retrieval of configuration requirements. 

Regarding claim 22, which depends on claim 21, Isaacson et al disclose: ... desired 
values are computably modifiable— " each application program may be properly configured 
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" (Col. 2, lines 59-67). Isaacson et al are teaching the setting of configuration parameters 

based on the retrieval of configuration requirements. 

Regarding claim 23, which depends on claim 1, Isaacson et al disclose: ... using a 

collector computer program that collects said configuration parameters — " application 

program interface is also provided to solicit and receive application program configuration 

requirements configuration means may determine the appropriate configuration settings " 

(Col. 2, lines 40-60). Isaacson et al disclose in the previous quote, the retrieval of configuration 
parameters from a configurable system by a computer program. 

Regarding claim 24, which depends on claim 19, Isaacson et al disclose: " application 

program interface is also provided to solicit and receive application program configuration 

requirements configuration means may determine the appropriate configuration settings " 

(Col. 2, lines 40-60). Isaacson et al fail to explicitly disclose: ...activating said collector 
computer program from within a World Wide Web browser. However, Danknick et al disclose: 

"The browser. . . .initiates a JAVA virtual machine in order to execute the JAVA applet " (Col. 

8, lines 43-67). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to had performed this step, because Danknick et al disclose above, the retrieval of 
configuration information through an Internet browser. 

Regarding claim 25, which depends on claim 23, Isaacson et al disclose: " application 

program interface is also provided to solicit and receive application program configuration 

requirements configuration means may determine the appropriate configuration settings " 

(Col. 2, lines 40-60). Isaacson et al fail to explicitly disclose: .... said collector is an ActiveX 
program. However, Danknick et al disclose: "The browser. . . .initiates a JAVA virtual machine 
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in order to execute the JAVA applet " (Col. 2, lines 40-60). It would have been obvious to one 

of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to had performed this step, because 
Danknick et al disclose above, the retrieval of configuration information through an Internet 
browser's platform independent software. 

Regarding claim 26, which depends on claim 23, Isaacson et al disclose: " application 

program interface is also provided to solicit and receive application program configuration 

requirements configuration means may determine the appropriate configuration settings " 

(Col. 2, lines 40-60). Isaacson et al fail to explicitly disclose: ...constructing said collector 
program using the Java programming language. However, Danknick et al disclose: "The 

browser. . ..initiates a JAVA virtual machine in order to execute the JAVA applet " (Col. 2, 

lines 40-60). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to had performed this step, because Danknick et al disclose above, the retrieval of 
configuration information through an Internet browser. 

Regarding claim 27, which depends on claim 1, Isaacson et al disclose: : " application 

program interface is also provided to solicit and receive application program configuration 

requirements configuration means may determine the appropriate configuration settings " 

(Col. 2, lines 40-60). Isaacson et al fail to explicitly disclose: . . . .explanatory text is arranged in 
a text template having placeholders embedded therein and ...merging the values associated with 

said configuration variable However, Danknick et al disclose: "Current configuration 

settings are displayed in such fields such as fields 152, 154 " (Col. 7, lines 14-30). It would 

have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to had combined 
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the teachings of Isaacson et al and Danknick et al, because Danknick et al teach in the quote 
above, the retrieval of configuration information from computerized systems. 

Regarding claim 28, which depends on claim 1, Isaacson et al disclose: " application 

program interface is also provided to solicit and receive application program configuration 

requirements configuration means may determine the appropriate configuration settings " 

(Col. 2, lines 40-60). Isaacson et al fail to explicitly disclose: . ...embedding one or more 
drawings within the document. However, Danknick et al disclose: "... .hypertext tags provide 

page formatting information to the browser which defines text areas, graphics areas " (Col. 8, 

lines 14-25). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to had combined the teachings of Isaacson et al and Danknick et al, because Danknick 
et al teach in the quote above, the retrieval of configuration information from computerized 
systems. 

Regarding claim 29, which depends on claim 1, Isaacson et al disclose: "Element 98 
retrieves configuration requirements. Several UNIX commands are issued to the host to obtain 
information about the UNIX host. ..." (Col. 5, lines 42-52). Isaacson et al fail to explicitly 
disclose: ....storing said retrieved configuration parameters in a database ...retrieve one or 
more said sets in response to queries. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to had performed this step, because Isaacson et al disclose in the 
above quote, the retrieval of configuration requirements from a computer system. 

Regarding claim 30, which depends on claim 29, Isaacson et al disclose: "Element 98 
retrieves configuration requirements. Several UNIX commands are issued to the host to obtain 
information about the UNIX host. . . ." (Col. 5, lines 42-52). Isaacson et al fail to explicitly 
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disclose: . ...embedding one or more drawings within the document. However, Danknick et al 
disclose: "....hypertext tags provide page formatting information to the browser which defines 

text areas, graphics areas " (Col. 8, lines 14-25). It would have been obvious to one of 

ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to had combined the teachings of Isaacson et 
al and Danknick et al, because Danknick et al teach in the quote above, the retrieval and display 
of configuration information from computerized systems. 

Regarding claim 32, which depends on claim 1, Isaacson et al disclose: " application 

program interface is also provided to solicit and receive application program configuration 

requirements configuration means may determine the appropriate configuration settings " 

(Col. 2, lines 40-60). Isaacson et al fail to explicitly disclose: . . . .outputting documentation in a 

format compatible with a format selected from the group consisting of HTML, Poster ipt 

However, Danknick et al disclose: "....hypertext tags provide page formatting information to the 

browser which defines text areas, graphics areas " (Col. 8, lines 14-25). It would have been 

obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to had combined the 
teachings of Isaacson et al and Danknick et al, because Danknick et al teach in the quote above, 
the retrieval and display of configuration information from computer applications. 

Regarding claim 33, which depends on claim 1, Isaacson et al disclose: ...said computer 

is integrated into said configurable system—' application program interface is also provided 

to solicit and receive application program configuration requirements configuration means 

may determine the appropriate configuration settings " (Col. 2, lines 40-60). Isaacson et al 

teach in the quote above, the retrieval and display of configuration information by a computer 
which was part of a computer system. 
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Regarding claim 34, which depends on claim 1, Isaacson et al disclose: ...said computer 

is integrated into said configurable system--" application program interface is also provided 

to solicit and receive application program configuration requirements configuration means 

may determine the appropriate configuration settings " (Col. 2, lines 40-60). Isaacson et al 

teach in the quote above, the retrieval and display of configuration information by a computer 
program which was part of a configurable computer system. 

Regarding claim 35, which depends on claim 2, Isaacson et al disclose: ...step of 
selecting is being performed by a software module integrated into said configurable system— 

" application program interface is also provided to solicit and receive application program 

configuration requirements configuration means may determine the appropriate configuration 

settings " (Col. 2, lines 40-60). Isaacson et al teach in the quote above, the retrieval and 

display of configuration information by a computer program which was part of a configurable 
computer system. 

Claims 36, 38 are directed towards a method for implementing the system found in 
claims 1,4 respectively, and are similarly rejected. 

Regarding claim 37, which depends on claim 36, Isaacson et al disclose: retrieving 

comprises a computer program executed on a second computer coupled to said configurable 
system.... via a data network — ". .. interconnection of personal computers via Local Area 
Networks..." (Col. 1, lines 26-30), and ".. .access by the user of WINDOWS 95 based industry 
compatible platform to large scale mainframe system elements...." (Col. 4, lines 44-49). In this 
quote, Isaacson et al are teaching a program based on a Windows 95 computer system to collect 
the configuration information via a LAN or Internet. 
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Regarding independent claim 39, Isaacson et al disclose: a) a collector computer 
program adapted to retrieve configuration parameters from at least one configurable system — 
". . .configuration program solicits user configuration from a user through a user interface. . . 
(Col. 2, lines 25-39). In this quote, Isaacson et al are teaching the request and retrieval of 
configuration parameters from computer systems. 

Moreover, Isaacson et al disclose: " application program interface is also provided to 

solicit and receive application program configuration requirements configuration means may 

determine the appropriate configuration settings " (Col. 2, lines 40-60). Isaacson et al fail to 

explicitly disclose: I a template having place holders However, Danknick et al disclose: 

"Current configuration settings are displayed in such fields such as fields 152, 154 " (Col. 7, 

lines 14-30). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to had combined the teachings of Isaacson et al and Danknick et al, because Danknick 
et al teach in the quote above, the retrieval of configuration information from computerized 
systems. 

Moreover, Isaacson et al disclose: " application program interface is also provided to 

solicit and receive application program configuration requirements configuration means may 

determine the appropriate configuration settings " (Col. 2, lines 40-60). Isaacson et al fail to 

explicitly disclose: //. a data parser in communication with said collector program adapted to 
parse said configuration parameters into associated values and merge said values into said 
template. However, Danknick et al disclose: "Current configuration settings are displayed in 

such fields such as fields 152, 154 " (Col. 7, lines 14-30). It would have been obvious to one 

of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to had combined the teachings of Isaacson 
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et al and Danknick et al, because Danknick et al teach in the quote above, the retrieval of 
configuration information from computerized systems. 

Furthermore, Isaacson et al disclose: " application program interface is also provided 

to solicit and receive application program configuration requirements configuration means 

may determine the appropriate configuration settings " (Col. 2, lines 40-60). Isaacson et al 

fail to explicitly disclose: it output module adapted to output said text template with said merged 

values to form a document However, Danknick et al disclose: "Current configuration 

settings are displayed in such fields such as fields 152, 154 " (Col. 7, lines 14-30). It would 

have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to had combined 
the teachings of Isaacson et al and Danknick et al, because Danknick et al teach in the quote 
above, the retrieval of configuration information from computerized systems. 

Claims 40-41, 45-48 are directed towards a system for implementing the method found in 
claims 20, 29, 9, 1 1-12, and 32 respectively, and are similarly rejected. 

Regarding independent claim 43, Isaacson et al disclose: . .access by the user of 
WINDOWS 95 based industry compatible platform to large scale mainframe system 
elements. ..." (Col. 4, lines 44-49). Isaacson et al fail to explicitly disclose: a) Downloading a 

collector computer program to a first computer However, Danknick et al disclose: "Current 

configuration settings are displayed in such fields such as fields 152, 154 " (Col. 7, lines 14- 

30). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
had combined the teachings of Isaacson et al and Danknick et al, because Danknick et al teach in 
the quote above, the retrieval of configuration information from computerized systems. 



Application/Control Number: 09/48 1 ,069 Page 1 8 

Art Unit: 2776 

Moreover, Isaacson et al disclose: b) collecting configuration parameters — 

"...access by the user of WINDOWS 95 based industry compatible platform to large scale 
mainframe system elements...." (Col. 4, lines 44-49). In this quote, Isaacson et al are teaching a 
program based on a Windows 95 computer system to collect the configuration information. 

In addition, Isaacson et al disclose: "...configuration program solicits user configuration 
from a user through a user interface. ..." (Col. 2, lines 25-39). Isaacson et al fail to explicitly 

disclose: c) transmitting said configuration parameters into a second computer Isaacson et al 

teach in the quote above, the retrieval and display of configuration information from 
computerized systems into a second computer. 

In addition, Isaacson et al disclose: ". . .configuration program solicits user configuration 
from a user through a user interface. . . (Col. 2, lines 25-39). Isaacson et al fail to explicitly 
disclose: d) outputting a document having explanatory text and said configuration parameters 

embedded therein having a table of contents detailing relative location of certain segments of 

said explanatory text. However, Danknick et al disclose: "Current configuration settings are 

displayed in such fields such as fields 152, 154 " (Col. 7, lines 14-30). It would have been 

obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to had combined the 
teachings of Isaacson et al and Danknick et al, because Danknick et al teach in the quote above, 
the retrieval of configuration information from computerized systems. 

Regarding independent claim 49, Isaacson et al disclose: ". . .access by the user of 
WINDOWS 95 based industry compatible platform to large scale mainframe system 
elements. . . ." (Col. 4, lines 44-49). Isaacson et al fail to explicitly disclose: a) coupling a 
computer via an Intranet. However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
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the art at the time of the invention to had performed this step, because Isaacson et al disclose: 
". . .interconnection of personal computers via Local Area Networks. . . ." (Col. 1 , lines 26-30). 

In addition, Isaacson et al disclose: b) retrieving configuration parameters having values 
associated therewith.... — "...configuration program solicits user configuration from a user 
through a user interface...." (Col. 2, lines 25-39). In this quote, Isaacson et al are teaching the 
request and retrieval of configuration parameters. 

Furthermore, Isaacson et al disclose: "...configuration program solicits user configuration 
from a user through a user interface. . . ." (Col. 2, lines 25-39). Isaacson et al fail to explicitly 
disclose: c) output ting explanatory text segments corresponding with at least one of said 

configuration parameters and the value However, Danknick et al disclose: "Current 

configuration settings are displayed in such fields such as fields 152, 154 55 (Col. 7, lines 14- 

30). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
had combined the teachings of Isaacson et al and Danknick et al, because Danknick et al teach in 
the quote above, the retrieval of configuration information from computerized systems. 

Claims 50-53 are directed towards a method for implementing the method found in 
claims 2-3, 25-26 respectively, and are similarly rejected. 

Regarding claim 54, which depends on claim 49, Isaacson et al disclose: 

automatically retrieving said configuration parameters in accordance with a predetermined 

schedule — ". . .If access was successful, decisional element 1 14 passes control to element 
120.... Element 120 retrieves configuration requirements..." (Col. 5, lines 63-67). In this quote, 
Isaacson et al are teaching a program which retrieves the configuration information if access to 
OS2200 was successful — predetermined schedule. 
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Claims 55-58 are directed towards a method for implementing the method found in 
claims 8-10 5 and 57 respectively, and are similarly rejected. 

Claims 60-77, are directed towards the method found in claims 32, 9-12, 32, 17, 8, 19-22, 
27-28, 4, 29-30, and 27 respectively, and are similarly rejected. 

Claim 78-80 is directed towards a system for implementing the method found in claims 
49, 37, and 39 respectively, and are likewise rejected. 

Claim 81 is directed towards a method for implementing the method found in claim 39, 
and is similarly rejected. 

Regarding claim 82, which depends on claim 80, Isaacson et al disclose: " database 

management and communication functions of OS2200 CMS 48 and RDMS 50, may be 
automatically configured to communicate with other application programs. . . .", and "Element 98 
retrieves configuration requirements. Several UNIX commands are issued to the host to obtain 
information about the UNIX host. ..." (Col. 5, lines 1 1-25, and 42-52). Isaacson et al fail to 
explicitly disclose: ....storing said retrieved configuration parameters in a database ...retrieve 
one or more said sets in response to queries. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to had performed this step, because Isaacson et al disclose 
in the above quote, the retrieval of configuration requirements from a computer system with a 
Database Management application. 

Claims 83-84 are directed towards a system for implementing the method found in claims 
31, and 4 respectively, and are likewise rejected. 

Claims 85, 87-90 are directed towards a method for implementing the method found in 
claims 32, 19, 9, 74, and 32 respectively, and are similarly rejected. 
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Regarding independent claim 86, Isaacson et al disclose: a) retrieving configuration 
parameters from a configurable system..,. — "...configuration program solicits user configuration 
from a user through a user interface. . . ." (Col. 2, lines 25-39). In this quote, Isaacson et al are 
teaching the request and retrieval of configuration parameters. 

Further, Isaacson et al disclose: "...configuration program solicits user configuration 
from a user through a user interface. ..." (Col. 2, lines 25-39). Isaacson et al fail to explicitly 
disclose: b) selecting explanatory text segments in accordance with said configuration 
parameters. However, Danknick et al disclose: "Current configuration settings are displayed in 

such fields such as fields 152, 154 " (Col. 7, lines 14-30). It would have been obvious to one 

of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to had combined the teachings of Isaacson 
et al and Danknick et al, because Danknick et al teach in the quote above, the retrieval of 
configuration information from computerized systems. 

Furthermore, Isaacson et al disclose: "...access by the user of WINDOWS 95 based 
industry compatible platform to large scale mainframe system elements...." (Col. 4, lines 44-49). 
Isaacson et al fail to explicitly disclose: c) output ting a document having said text segments and 

values associated and by having a table of contents However, Danknick et al disclose: 

"the browser is instructed to display a second HTML file 140 " (Col. 8, lines 17-25). It 

would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to had 
combined the teachings of Isaacson et al and Danknick et al, because Danknick et al teach in the 
quote above, the formatting of configuration information to display as in an HTML page. 
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6. Claims 3 1, 42, 44, and 79 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Isaacson et al, in view of Danknick et al, and further in view of Noble et al (Pat. # 5,978,842, 
11/2/1999, filed on 7/18/1997). 

Regarding independent claim 3 1 , Isaacson et al disclose: a) storing a first set of 
configuration parameters from a configurable system — . .configuration program solicits user 
configuration from a user through a user interface, and further retrieves relevant configuration 
files...." (Col. 2, lines 25-39). In this quote, Isaacson et al are teaching the request and retrieval 
of files with configuration parameters— first set. 

Moreover, Isaacson et al disclose: b) storing a second set of configuration parameters 
from a configurable system — ". . .configuration program solicits user configuration from a user 
through a user interface, and further retrieves relevant configuration files...." (Col. 2, lines 25- 
39). In this quote, Isaacson et al are teaching the request and retrieval of files with configuration 
parameters — second set. 

Furthermore, Isaacson et al disclose: "...configuration program solicits user configuration 
from a user through a user interface, and further retrieves relevant configuration files . . . ." (Col. 
2, lines 25-39). Isaacson et al fail to explicitly disclose: c) outputting explanatory differences 
between said first and second sets of configuration parameters. However, Noble et al disclose: 

"Symantec's Internet Fast Find periodically fetches a web page from the Internet and 

compares the newly fetched page to an archived copy of the page. If a mis-match occurs, the 
user is notified that a change was detected, by a pop-up message window and a highlighted 

bookmark " (Col. 1, lines 30-67). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 

art at the time of the invention to had combined the teachings of Isaacson et al and Noble et al, 
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because Noble et al teach: "Users often wish to know when changes are made to certain web 
pages." (Col. 1, lines 30-67). 

Claims 42, 44, 79 are directed towards the method found in claims 31, and 32 
respectively, and are similarly rejected. 

7. Claim 59 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Isaacson et al, in 
view of Danknick et al, and further in view of Dunphy et al (Pat. # 5,638,509, 6/10/1997, filed 
on 6/13/1996). 

Regarding claim 59, which depends on claim 49, Isaacson et al disclose: 
". . .configuration program solicits user configuration from a user through a user interface, and 
further retrieves relevant configuration files (Col. 2, lines 25-39). Isaacson et al fail to 

explicitly disclose: maintaining an activity log detailing operations of said steps of retrieving 

and outputting. However, Dunphy et al disclose: . ..present invention which maintains an 

index of all data file activity on a computer system " (Col. 1, lines 54-67). It would have 

been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to had combined the 
teachings of Isaacson et al and Dunphy et al, because Dunphy et al teach: ". . . .to enable a user to 
recreate the state of the computer system at any selected point in time " (Col. 1, lines 56-67). 
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Conclusion 



I. 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 



disclosure. YOUNG (Pat. # 6,038,567), THOMAS et al. (Pat. # 6,061,692), KODIMER et al. 
(Pat. # 6,003,078), DANKNICK (Pat. # 6,021,429), BOWATER et al. (Pat. # 6,052,367), 
ELLEDGE (Pat. M 6,044,399), and PAPADOUPOLOS et al. (Pat. # 6,061,603). 



examiner should be directed to Cesar B. Paula whose telephone number is (703) 306-5543. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
(EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Michael Razavi, can be reached on (703) 305-4713. However, in such a case, please allow at 
least one business day. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should 
be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 
Any response to this Action should be mailed to: 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



Director United States Patent and Trademark Office 



Washington, D.C. 20231 



Or faxed to: 



(703) 308-9051, (for formal communications intended for entry) 



Or: 
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• (703) 308-5403, (for informal or draft communications for discussion only, please 

label "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT" ). 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, 
Arlington, VA, Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 



cbp 



06/19/00 
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